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> gun- news tells th

tragic tale of two men who became vic

lin a Circle A Fooc

Store parking lot. 1t is not our intent

make a judgment as to who was righ

as wrong in the s ' — the court:

have accomplished that. Yet, when you stef

back and review the facts and dig deeper intc

the actions of all involved, you might come

away with a lesson or two that could preveni
future tragedies.

We hope that this impartial review of the facts
may enhance your. understanding of the legal
analysis that caused 12 men and women to ren-
der a guilty verdict after less than seven hours
of deliberation. Was the verdict morally fair? It
depends on who you ask. Was it legally sound?
It depends on an interpretation of the facts.

SETTING THE STAGE

Here's what we know from the media: On
July 19, 2018, in Clearwater, Florida, Markeis
McGiockton's girlfriend, Britany Jacobs, drove
McGlockton and their three children to the Cir-
cle A Food Store. Jacobs parked her car in a
handicapped-accessible parking space. Mc-
Glockton went inside the convenience store to
purchase some snacks.

Michael Drejka arrived and parked perpendic-
ular to Jacobs’ car, then surveyed the rear of the
vehicle as well as the front for signs of a hand-
icapped plate or placard. When Drejka didn’t
find any indication of the car being appropriately
marked for the parking space, he began to be-
rate Jacobs.

After a few’ minutes, McGlockion exited the
store, noticed Drejka aggressively interacting
with the mother of his children and reactively
pushed Drejka to the ground. Approximately
2.5 seconds after Drejka was knocked to the
ground, he unholstered - his- lawfully carried
handgun. McGlockton fook a step back, and
Drejka fired a single shot, which subsequently
killed McGlockton. . The local- sheriffs misun-
derstanding of Florida's “stand your ground”
law caused Drejka to not be immediately ai-

rested.

AHISTORY OF AGGRESSIVEBEHAUIOR

There are facts of this incident and the subse-
quent trial of which the public — ard miost likely
the jury — weren't aware. Jacobs had parked
in:the only .improperly. marked handicapped
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to use my firearm.”

There's a lot to be learned by studying
this truly tragic case. Drejka, by his own
admission, didn't have- ary formal train:
ing, and this may have contributed 6 his
failure to understand the responsibility
of carrying a firearm. He may not have
fully comprehended - the principles of
sel-defense nor the importance of
avoidance. It's obvious he had not con-
sidered the aftermath of defensive gun
use and the importance of having . your
attorney present before making any state:
ments..to. law- enforcement other thamn ]
had no choice but to defend myself” and
“Iintend to comply with your investigation
as soon as | have my lawyer present.”

Having an attorney present during
questioning and the growing expense of

which you use or even present deadly

be true, admitted his actions were not
reasonable. During the interview, Drejka
said, "if he's retreating, then | don't nesd

structors. You should also retain access
and the means for. comprehensive de-
fense by being a member of the USCCA
Self-Defense SHIELD program, )
We hope that all cilizens capable of le-
gally carrying a firearm do so every day
and in a lawful manner: Most important-
ly;- we- hope and pray that you will-never
have to use it. We train. our students to
be effective handlers of firearms, but we
also train our students to never put them-
selves in harm's way
Not only did this incident result in one
man losing his life, but another man lost
his freedom. At 49 years of age, two or
more decades of incarceration is essen-
tially a life sentence. Two lives lost, and the
lives-of many more~ friends and family
of all involved — forever altered by a few
minutes of chaos culminating in a tragedy
that never should have happened:
If there's a better example of the old
adage, “The best fight is the one you
aren'tin,” | can't think of it.

— ENDNOTES

(1) Past-acts of violence by the victim
are admissible in lfinois as what is called
“Lynch" material (See People v. Lynch;,
104 t.2d-197) and can be used (6 Jjustify
the deadly-torce-dsectinarrencounter-The=
past violent acts by the victim heed not be
known -to-the accuséd at the time of fhe
deaaly force for the force to be justifisd:




